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SERIES IV 

 
 

THE PROPHETS AND REVELATION 
 
 

Lesson 27  Commentary  Revelation 19-20 
Lesson 28  Questions        Revelation 21-22 

 
 

SONGS OF JOY 
Revelation 19-20 

 
 

INTRODUCTION 

 Words of triumph and of just judgment, of the 
overthrow of evil and “harlotry”—that false love 
on the earth—come fast and strong in these two 
chapters. The “Babylons” of the past ages—on the 
Euphrates River, on the Tigris River and of today 
(Paris? Hollywood?) are seen as vanquished, dis-
missed and sent to an abyss; while above are all 
God’s triumphant creatures in His image—the 
good angels and the “Son of Man” with His res-
cued brothers and sister of earth. 

I. THE GREAT ASSEMBLY (Revelation 
19:1-10) 

 A. The Songs of Victory (Revelation 
19:1-8). A “loud song” begins with a shout of 
“Alleluia!” Would that this “church” word we use 
mean to us what it really says! “Hallel” in Hebrew 
voices an amazed awe, a burst of praise at a mar-
vel. And who are we praising? “Yah”-(weh), 
Yahweh, the eternal Creator, the Judge, the Mer-
ciful Father, the Holy Spirit and the Saving Son! 
All heaven’s exclamatory words come singing out 
in verse 1: Glory! Might! Salvation! 
 He has made an end of the corruption on 
earth, avenged the blood of His loyal servants. 

Those twenty-four elders we saw in Revelation 4 
we see again here, going down on their knees in 
wonder and worship. “Amen!” “Alleluia!” 

 We “born” Catholics and we “quiet Catholics” 
just don’t know how to say those words with joy, 
not as we’ve heard them from “born again” Chris-
tians. Will we be able to join the “Amens” and 
“Alleluias” in heaven? Perhaps there we too will 
have voices that “cry out” (Revelation 19:4) even 
“shout” (Revelation 19:6) as at a touchdown. (Do 
we enter into a football game more deeply than 
we do the worship of God as a group?) St. John 
tells us that heaven’s praise sounded like the roar-
ing of the deep (Revelation 19:6b). They raise ex-
citement in him as he sings about a wonderful 
wedding day! He sees the heavenly Lamb, strong 
and risen in glory, welcoming a bride—the 
Church in her finest linen, brilliant white. John 
explains, “The linen represents the righteous 
deeds of the holy ones” (Revelation 19:8b). 

 B. A Proclamation (Revelation 19:9-10). 
An angel tells John to write down the fourth Beat-
itude of heaven: “Blessed are those who have 
been called to the wedding feast of the Lamb.” 
The angel assures us, “These words are true; they 
come from God.” 



Series IV Lesson 27  
Page 2 

 

 To give us an idea of heaven’s experiences, 
John tells us that as the angel said those words, 
“Blessed are those... “ John himself fell down in 
worship of the angel! “Don’t!... Worship God!” 
exclaimed the dweller in heaven (There are not 
“his” or “hers” or its” to be careful of with an-
gels.) Have you ever been awestruck by a faith 
experience? 

 Then this glorious spiritual being said the truth 
accepted long ago, “I am a fellow servant of yours 
and of your brothers who bear witness to Jesus. 
Witness to Jesus is the spirit of prophecy” (Reve-
lation 19:10). That is our own call from God 
while on earth. Those who have not yet wakened 
to Jesus in their lives, or accepted Him, are de-
pendent on us who “witness to Jesus” here and 
now. 

 What we can (must?) do is state simply our 
good fortune in our faith, in God’s role in our 
life—who He is for us—and others will want it. 
Invite them to, take them to, your Scripture class, 
take them to the Eucharist, give them a book to 
read. WITNESS to Jesus! There is a banner that 
reads, “Don’t keep the Faith, spread it around!” 

 C. The King of Kings (Revelation 19:11-
16, Isaiah 11:4, Luke 10:22, Matthew 
26:64). Finally we see again the rider on the 
white horse whom we saw ride off into the dis-
tance, victorious now, and “to further his victo-
ries” (Revelation 6:2). As the heavens open, we 
see him “Faithful and True.” He wages war 
against evil. He judges in justice. He wears many 
crowns now... His eyes shine with zeal. On Him 
was a name known only to Himself for it ex-
pressed the reality of His Person, the Word of 
God (Revelation 19:13). John sees on Him a cloak 
dipped in blood as though He had treaded a wine-
press (Isaiah 63:1-3, Joel 4:13). He no longer is 
alone. Armies of heaven are with him, all riding 
white horses and dressed like Him in pure white 
linens of their deeds. “Out of his mouth came a 
sharp sword to strike the nations,” recalls the de-
scription in the letter to the Hebrews, “Indeed the 
word of God is living and effective, sharper than 
any two-edged sword” (Hebrews 4:12). 

 D. The Battle of the Kings of the Earth 
and the King of Kings (Revelation 19:17-
21). The two armies met in a great battle. As if 
the outcome already were known, and angel cried 
out to the birds in “midheaven,” “Gather for 
God’s great feast” (Revelation 19:17). The battle 
between the devil’s forces and God’s forces 
quickly ended with the beast, the earthly ruler, 
their armies and the false prophet being hurled 
down “into the fiery pool burning with sulfur” 
(Revelation 19:20). This description gave rise to 
our idea of “hell.” The others were slain “by the 
sword that came out of the mouth of the one rid-
ing the horse.” 

II. THE CHURCH ON EARTH (Revelation 
20:1-6) 

 A. The Chaining of the Dragon (Satan) 
(Revelation 20:1-3). An angel swiftly came 
from heaven and chained Satan for a “thousand 
years,” thrusting him into an abyss and sealing it 
over him. What is happening in these thousand 
years? Satan surely is alive and well on our planet 
earth. The Gospels, however, say also that Satan 
was bound at the coming of Christ, who dramati-
cally and often expelled Satan and ordered him 
away (Mark 1:24-27, Matthew 17:14-18). St. Paul 
tells us in 2 Thessalonians, “the lawless one... 
who exalts himself... you know what is restraining 
him,... The Lord will kill (him) with the breath of 
his mouth” (2 Thessalonians 2:3, 4, 6, 8). 

 B. The “Thousand Years” (Revelation 
20:4-10). This number is a symbol of the long 
time after Jesus’ Resurrection, when the Holy 
Spirit came to dwell in the Church, binding Sa-
tan’s efforts through the sacraments, particularly 
the Eucharist, and through the words of Scripture, 
“The two-edged sword” in the mouth of Jesus and 
His representatives. This is the reign of Christ and 
His Church, with its authority over our race and 
the angels (1 Corinthians 6:2, 3). (See: The “First 
Resurrection” Ephesians 2:1, 5; Our rebirth as a 
Christian, a passing from death to life John 5:24; 
The Millennium 2 Peter 3:8-13). 



Series IV Lesson 27  
Page 3 

 

 C. The Indwelling God. St. Paul tells us of 
a glorious truth about God’s temple, which we 
are. There is a perfection possible for all Chris-
tians in whom Christ dwells. It will be in all of us 
in heaven who die in a state of “sanctifying 
grace,” in the measure that each one developed. 
Holiness, virtue, prayer, etc. are stages in our un-
ion with God until the measure we have reached 
at our death. This will differ from others in heav-
en. 

 Some have reached this through contact with 
God in prayer. Some come to a silent, imageless 
and loving communion with God Himself, which 
transcends all talking to Him. Spiritual writers call 
this “contemplation”—a spiritual experience cor-
responding somewhat to our natural state when 
we are caught up in an experience. 

 Contemplation is a kind of a participation in 
the presence of God within. The great doctor of 
the Church, St. John of the Cross, writes of the 
indwelling developed in prayer, “The communica-
tion of Father and of Son and of Holy Spirit is 
combined; it is the light of the fire of love within 
it. 
 

 As we live our spiritual life more deeply, we 
can profit by a “spiritual director,” who has also 
gone this route and can help us see where we are. 
Sometimes we judge ourselves, our actions or our 
prayers quite wrongly. In its worst form this is 
“scrupulosity.” Trust in another’s judgment can 
put us at peace. But we also can judge a sin in us 
as acceptable, because we can’t face its defeat—
the change it brings. A spiritual director helps us 
admit our mistakes. 

III. AFTER THE THOUSAND YEARS (Reve-
lation 20:7-10). 

 A. Satan’s Release. Satan will be released 
from his prison, will seduce the nations in four 

corners of the earth, mustering Gog and Magog 
(Revelation 20:7-8). The Battle of Armageddon, 
the last effort of the Devil and the faithless of 
earth, the powers (“kings”) of earth that oppose 
God, will end in the ultimate reality: The devil 
and all whom he led astray will be hurled in a fi-
nal defeat into the “pool of burning sulfur.” There 
they will hate themselves and each other, for fol-
lowing evil to this terrible result and they hate the 
All-Good God, whom they rejected so finally. 

 B. The Last Judgment (Revelation 
20:11-15). The last event of history will be the 
second coming of Christ, which, like His first 
coming, will be datable. The life of the Church—
the thousand years ( a number with three zeroes 
meant an unknown extent of length)—will be the 
end of the created order (Revelation 20:11). The 
Book of Life finally is opened (Revelation 3:5). 
All the dead are standing before the throne, (even 
“the sea gave up its dead Revelation 20:13) to be 
judged, as is recorded in the Book. This eternal 
time which they have merited is the second death 
for some (the first was their complete surrender to 
evil) and the second resurrection for the 
“saints”—the ones who went to their first death in 
the grace of God and in fidelity to Christ, their 
Redeemer. They were “ransomed from your futile 
conduct, handed on by your ancestors, not with 
perishable things like silver or gold, but with the 
precious blood of Christ as of a spotless unblem-
ished lamb. 

 “He was revealed in the final time for you, 
who through him believe in God who raised him 
from the dead and gave him glory, so that your 
faith and hope are in God” (1 Peter 1:18-21). 
They realized the reward He won for them and 
now have claimed it. They are ready for the New 
Heavens and New Earth. Jesus’ leading apostle 
writes, “But according to his promise we await 
new heavens and a new earth in which righteous-
ness dwells” (2 Peter 3:13). 

 
* * * * * *
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QUESTIONS FOR LESSON 28 
(Revelation 21-22) 

 
Day 1  Read the notes and choose a statement that helped you or gave you a new understanding. 

Underline it or copy here, and explain why it helped you. 
 
 
 
 
Day 2  Read Revelation 21:1-8, Isaiah 65:17-19, 2 Peter 3:11-13, Matthew 22:3. 
 a. What image or symbol of an earthly union is used in Revelation 21:2? When were you invit-

ed to this wedding feast? 
 
 
 
 
 b. What is meant by “the holy city”? 
 
 
 
 
 c. Read Matthew 13:41-43. What do these Scriptures say to you? 
 
 
 
 
 d. What is the “second death”? 
 
 
 
 
Day 3  Read Revelation 21:9-21, Ezekiel 40:48, Hebrews 11:10, Tobit 13:16-21. 
 a. What is the value of describing the city in the image of precious jewels? 
 
 
 
 
 b. In Revelation 21:14, explain the meaning of “wall” and “foundation” in relation to the names 

of the 12 apostles. 
 
 
 
 
Day 4  Read Revelation 21:22-27, Matthew 18:21, John 8:12. 
 a. In Revelation 21:27, who can not be admitted to heaven? Who will enter there? 
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 b. When are the names of “the saved” entered in the book of the living kept by the Lamb? 
 
 
 
 
 
Day 5  Read Revelation 22:1-5, 7:17, Ezekiel 47:1-12 (The Rise of the Wonderful Stream from the 

Temple). 
 a. From where does the life-giving water rise? 
 
 
 
 
 b. Read 1 John 4:9-14, 1 Corinthians 13:12. What can one see in another’s face? 
 
 
 
 c. What do we call a person who believes in Christ? How does this fulfill Revelation 22:4? 
 
 
 
 d. Read John 3:17-21, 8:12. Comment on these texts. 
 
 
 
 
Day 6  Read Revelation 22:6-21, 1:3. 
 a. What does “the appointed time” mean? 
 
 
 
 
 b. Explain Revelation 22:14. 
 
 
 
 
 c. What effect has reading this chapter had on you? 
 
 
 
 
 d. What Aramaic words does John use at the close of the New Testament (Aramaic was the lan-

guage spoken by most of the Jews at the time of Jesus and the apostles) (See Lucien Deiss’ 
song, whose refrain is one of these words). 


